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deserves a higher rank than that which for the moment has
been accorded io him.   You must not let it, depress you so
much.   Why do you go about looking so wretched nowa-
days ?   It really becomes quite insufferable/   ' I don't
know what you are talking about/ answered Yugiri.   ' Why
should I go to Court if I do not choose to ?   As a matter oi
fact, it is very unpleasant to be only in the Sixth Rank.
People notice it and make remarks.   I know it is only for
the present; but all the same I had rather stay at home.
I am sure that if my grandfather were alive, he would never
allow me to be treated like this.   One would think my
father might do something about it; but he does not seem
to care what becomes of me.   I saw little enough of him
, before; but now he has put me to live right away in the
new eastern wing, and never comes near me at all.   The
only person who takes any trouble about me is this ' Falling
Flowers' whom he keeps there. . . /   ' Poor child/ said
Princess Omiya, 'it is a terrible misfortune to have no
mother, in whatever rank of life one may be.   But before
long you will be old enough to go out into the world and
shift for yourself.   Then people will soon learn to respect
you.   Meanwhile you must try to be patient and not take
these things so much to heart.   Your,grandfather would
indeed have done more for you if he were here.   For though
your father holds the same position, he does not seem to
have the same influence over people as your poor grand-
father did.   They still tell me that your uncle To no Chujd
is a man of very remarkable talents, and I used to think so
myself.   But I have noticed a change in him lately, and it
becomes greater every day.   However, things must indeed
be in a bad way if a young boy like you, with all his life
]>efore him, can talk so gloomily about the future. . . /

On New Year's day Genji, being Grand Minister Extra-
ordinary, did not go to Court, but following the precedent